CHINA BULLETIN 


of the 
FAR EASTERN JOINT OFFICE 
Division of Foreign Missions, NCCC/USA 
156 - 5th Avenue, New York 10. 


Vol II, No, 12 September 15, 1952 


Francis P. Jones, Editor Rowland M. Cross, Exec. Sec’t 
Wallace C. Merwin, Assoc. Sec t) 


“THE NEW CHURCH” 


On August 1 a new magazine made its appearance in Hankow, THE NEW CHURCH 
(Hsin Chiao Hui). It is being published by the Publications Committee of the Lutheran 
Church, with the cooperation of the Religious Tract Society of Hankow, and is committed 
3 to the policy of bringing the various denominations together into one organic church. No 
copy has yet reached New York, but a fairly complete report on the first number has 
come from Hongkong. Backing the new venture are such church leaders as Biship Chan 
Hai-sung (Episcopal), Rev. Hsiao Kuo-kuei (English Methodist), Rev. Wan Fu-lin (CCC), 
and Rev. Sha vi (Christian and Missionary Alliance Church?). The masthead is a pho- 
tographic reproduction of the title Hsin Chiao Hui, as written by Mr. Ch’en Ming-ch’u, 

‘ Communist official in the Department of Agriculture and Forestry of the South Central 
egion. The opening editorial also states that the magazine is being published under 
he guidance and help of the Government.“ This editorial further states, The first work 
5 is to destroy the denominations and quickly enter upon the way of unity which Christ 

1 inted out to us, in order that we may found the Chinese Christian Church. — . 

hang Hai-sung states: This magazine is not the product of a corrupt remnant of capi- 
talism and feudalism. It is for all Chinese Christians who in faith and spiritual liveli- 

| hood seek the truth in the church, and especially to those who seek the truth in the spirit 
and sacrifices of Jesus Christ.. . The contents of The New Church will definitely pro- 
claim Jesus’ original doctrine of truth; it will stand firmly on the principles of the 
People, protecting the eternal peace of the whole world.“ Rev. K. K. Hsiao says: It 
will raise high spiritual livelihood and fervent love of the Lord’s church. All will center 


around these two points. 


One of the articles in this opening number is a sermon by Rev. Hsieh Shou-ling, 
formerly professor in Lutheran Theological Seminary and in Nanking Theological Semi- 
nary, and now connected with the Union Seminary in Wuchang. His subject was the 
Magnificat, which he expounds as the song of Elizabeth, and not of Mary. He finds in the 

resent Chinese Government a fulfilment of the words: He hath showed strength with 

is arm: He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their heart. He hath put down 
princes from their thrones, and exalted them of low degree. The hungry He hath filled 
| with good things, and the rich He hath sent empty away.” 


This number of the magazine also reports a letter sent to Hewlett Johnson, and the 
organizations — it are probably an indication of the scope of the proposed church 
amal ation. They are: Episcopal, English Methodist, Lutheran, two different Pente- 
costal bodies, the Church of Christ in China, the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
' Church, the Jesus Family, the True Jesus Church, the Jesus Meeting Place (Little Flock), 

the Seventh Day Adventist Church, and various affiliated institutions. However, outside 
of the appearance of the magazine itself, no step was reported looking toward the actual 
| amalgamation of these churches of the Wuhan area. 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed on 
Christian work in China. ANNUAL RATES: Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Ist class, 
| $3.00. Airmail $5.00 in $.15 zone, $7.00 in $.25 zone. It is impossible for us to 
OQ send bills for subscriptions. Please send them as due. 


— 


— —e—ũ — ——v— ͤ ä6— —ñ——. —db — — — — — — ö½—˙ᷣ ä—ʒꝓ¹iP — — — — 
4 
—UñU—— — — — — —•—ä—— — ͤ — 
4 
7 
2 


CCLOC aN 
The Council on Christian Literature for Overseas Chinese in Hongkong has sent 8 

a very complete report of their activities dur ing the past year. Volumes delivered 

October 1951 - July 1952 120,800, including Hymns of Universal Praise music edition 

2000, numerical edition 5000, Meaning of Prayer 2000, Diary of Private Prayer 2000, 

Meaning of Service 2000 etc. 68,000 more volumes are expected off the press in August- 

September, including Meaning of Faith 2000, The Unquenchable Light 2000, Man Does Not 

Stand Alone 1000. Over half the hymnals printed had been sold by June 30, which shows 

that this Council is filling a very real need. The Council is — on grants from 


0 
this office, from the United Church of Canada, and from the Conference of British 
Miss ionary Societies. 


THE CENTRAL ORGANIZATION OF THE CCP 


The Chinese Communist Party is much more important than the government, and 
in fact views the government structure primarily as an instrument to implement policies 
decided upon by the party. All major decisions and policies in Communist China ema- 
nate from party organs, not government organs. 


1. The National Farty poneress This is theoretically the supreme authority. 
Seven Congresses have been since the founding of the Party: 7/21; 5/22; 6/23; 1/25; 
10 had 79/28, 46/45 (month and year). There has therefore been no Congress since 


2. The Central Committee. Between Congresses the supreme authority is the 
Central Committee. The present Central Committee was elected in June, 1945, consisting 
then of 44 regular members and 33 alternates. Five have since died or been killed, so 
that there are now 43 regular members and 29 alternates. About one quarter of this 
membership is from Mao Tse-tung’s province of Hunan, and nearly one half come from 
the three interior provinces of Hunan, Hupeh, and Szechuan. Many of them have studied 
abroad, mostly in Russia, Only three plenary sessions of this Central Committee have 
— — 7/45; 3/49; 6/50. The Central Committee elects the Politburo and the 

cretariat. 


3. The Politburo. This is the actual directing organ of the entire party structure, 
functioning in the name of the Central Committee between its plenary sessions. The 
complete membership of the Politburo is not known, but it includes the following: Mao 
Tse-tung, Chairman (also chairman of the Central Committee and the Secretariat); Liu 
Shao-ch’i, deputy chairman; Ch'en Yun, Chou En-lai, Chu Teh, Kao Kang, pain Tsu-han, 
P’eng Chen, Tung Pi-wu. Other prominent figures such as Lin Piao and P eng Te-huai 
mee bo members, but no official confirmation has been noted. The membership changes 
from time to time. It is to be noted that they are all veteran Communists, most of them 
men who have been close to Mao Tse-tung for many years. The average age of the mem 
members is from 50 to 55. 


4. The Secretariat. This is the day-by-day operating nucleus of the entire party 
structure. It handles top-level administrative work involved in implementing the policy 
decisions of the Central Committee and the Politburo. Only two members are officiall 
known: Mao Tse-tung, chairman; Liu Shao-ch’i, Secretary; but at least Chou En-lai, Chu 
Teh, and Peng Te-huai are probably also members. 


5. Central Committee Or . Five of these are known. They operate under the 
direction of the Politburo, the . and the Chairman of the Central Committee. 
They are: Organization Department, Liu Shao-ch’i Director. This directs the commit- 
tees, branches and cells of the party hierarchy. Prop a Department, Lu Ting-yi 
Director. United Front Work Department, Li Wei-han Director. It is of interest to note 
that Li Wei-han is not a member of the Central Committee. Social Affairs Department, 
Li K o-nung Director. This department is supposed to be in charge of the secret service. 
Administrative Office, Yang Shang-k’un Director. 


6. Regional Bureaus . The country is divided into six regions and three or four 
sub-regions, with a bureau, or branch of the Central Committee, in charge in each one. 
These regions are: Northeast, North, East, Central South, Northwest, and Southwest. 


The sub-regions are: Inner Mongolia, South China (Kuangtung, Kuangsi, Hainan), 
Sinkiang, and possibly Tibet. 


The reader must bear in mind that the above is not a description of the govern- j ) { 
ment of China, but of the organization of the Communist Party. In personnel, of cours 


t- 
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3 there is very much interlocking with the government, but it is the Party which decides 


upon the policies which the government thereupon follows. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


The Ralph Lapwoods have written from Peking to Hongkong, stating that they are 
coming out, and asking for a booking on a boat to England October 28. He was invited to 
continue teaching Mathematics for another year, but decided that he could do more good 
for China by speaking and writing in England than by staying on in Peking. 


The Hubert Sones and Miss Jessie Wolcott, formerly of Nanking (Methodist), have 
sailed for Singapore and Indonesia respectively. The Wesley Days, formerly of Kalgan 
and West China (Methodist), have also gone to Singapore. 


The Stanley Smiths (Presbyterian, Nanking) will be sailing in October for Bangkok. 
He will continue to work for Nanking Theological Seminary in connection with various 
theological seminaries of the Far East (See Bulletin #9). 


Rev. Perry O. Hanson (Methodist, Taian and Tsingtao) and Miss Irene Forsythe 
(Presbyterian, Tsingtao) were married on August 8th at Portland Oregon. 


CHURCH NEWS 


James — * Executive Secretary of the Foochow Conference of the Methodist 
Church, visited Peking recently for a church conference, but is now back in Foochow. 


According to an unconfirmed report from Kiukiang, Mr. Russell Hsiung and Dr. 
Esther Peh have committed suicide. 


Denominationalism is being widely attacked as a Western perversion of Christian 
truth. The Lutheran Church in Kweiyang formally voted on June 25 to amalgamate with 
the Church of Christ in China. The pastor Ch’in Ch’i-wu has already turned his church 
members over to the CCC pastor and returned home to take up other business. 


The Seventh Day Adventist Church held a denunciation meeting in Kiukiang on 
June 2. The main objects of attack were Chang Ch’en-hai, superintendent of the Kiangsi 
district, and Treasurer Leng Yu-sung. 


The Yunnan Daily of Kunming on May 28 severely reprimanded Rev. Pien Yun-po 
for going to Wuting to preach during the period of land reform there. The July Hsiehchin 
reprints this news item without comment, evidently accepting without question the princi- 
ple that all church activity should stop during land reform. 


Protest meetings against the “‘slanderous attacks on Hewlett Johnson after his re- 
turn from China have been held by various groups of Chinese Christians in Peking, 
— — Hankow, and elsewhere, with the church leaders all express ing indignat ion that 
the church in the west should disbelieve the accusations of germ warfare which the Dean 
brought back with him. 


SCHOOL NEWS 


Recent news from Foochow states that Lucy Wang is now living in the President’s 
house on F. C. U. campus, with two other former Huanan teachers. Whether she has any 
administrative responsibility, or is a professor in the eS University of Fukien 
(which includes also some former government colleges in Foochow) was not stated. 


Sun Yat Sen University was undergoing “‘brain-washing”’ in June and July, with 200 
of its 340 professors under attack. The confession of Hu Chin-ch ang, Dean of the 
College of Physics, has been published. The reform of Lingnan University was sched- 
uled to begin as soon as that of Sun Yat Sen University was completed. It is reported 
that the Communists would single out for attack Feng Ping-ch’uan, Dean of Studies, and 
his wife. All of the Ling Nan students aré being transferred to Sun Yat Sen University, 
and Ling Nan is being e osed. During the past semester all Ling Nan students, with the 
exception of about 60 questionable ones, have been engaged in Land Reform and other 


political activities, and there has been practically no classroom work. 
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